INTRODUCTION

revolution was part of old Russia. The population
of the Baltic states was very cosmopolitan, with
Latvians predominating. The Baltic states were the
hotbed of pre-war revolutions in Russia, and played
an extremely important part in them, especially in
1905, a time of uprisings and strikes throughout
Russia. And the Latvians were especially active as
revolutionists both during and after the czarist
regime.

When the government managed to suppress the
uprisings of 1905 and gained control of the situa-
tion, it established martial law throughout the
Baltic states and kept expeditionary forces there
for a number of years afterward.

In this revolutionary movement in the Baltics, as
in the rest of Russia, there were two predominating
revolutionary parties: the Social Revolutionist
Party and the Social Democratic Party, and there
were many factions within them. The Social Demo-
cratic Party was fundamentally divided into two
distinct factions, which were known as the Bolshe-
viks and the Mensheviks. The distinction between
these groups was not so much in their principles
and ultimate aims as in policies and the methods
each believed necessary to carry them out and ac-
complish their aims. All socialists have as their aim
and principle the overthrow of the capitalistic sys-